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The changes to zoning in regards to the marine protected areas, outlined in the 'Coral Sea Draft
Management Plan', will reduce the effectiveness of the protection areas, and have detrimental longterm effects on the local commercial fisheries.
A meta-analysis, conducted by Claudet, et al. (2008), found that the effectiveness of marine protection
areas at conserving diversity is directly related to the size of the protected area. By reducing the
percentage of no-take zones put forth in the 2012 management plan, the effectiveness of these zones
will decrease substantially. The 82 expert scientists that were consulted for the 2012 coral sea
management plan found that protected areas of the size put forth in that plan were the most
appropriate and effective method of conserving biodiversity, whilst maintaining fisheries, and allowing
continued access for current and future Australians.
As a student studying marine biology, and an avid user of Australia's unique coastal and marine
environment, I strongly urge you to reconsider the reduction of no-take zones in the coral sea so that
the considerable biodiversity of the region can be conserved for future generations.
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